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Left in the Dust: Somaliland and Its Arduous Quest for
International Recognition

1 February 2018

Even if it might not attract much media coverage and attention by the international
community, de-facto independent Somaliland is an esteemed example of a
democratic country in the Horn of Africa. Those who are familiar with the country
hail it as a role model of political stability in an otherwise troubled region. Since its
declaration of independence in 1991, Somaliland has conducted many local and
national elections, most of which have been declared free and fair by international
observers. And yet, even after more than two decades of its existence as a peaceful,
entirely separate entity, the small enclave is denied international recognition and
formal secession from its sister nation Somalia. This is all the more surprising as
democracy in Somaliland stand on solid grounds. In addition to generally smooth
transitions of power, fair elections and a separation of the branches of government,
the country fulfills all criteria set out in the Montevideo Convention on Statehood,
namely a permanent population, a defined territory, a government and the capacity
to enter into relations with other states.

Against all odds, Somaliland was successful in establishing itself as a beacon of
hope in the conflict-ridden Horn region. Some even go as far as to call Somaliland
a cultural trailblazer in the region, as civil society and the government in Hargeisa
continue to prioritise human rights and gender equality in their political agenda. For
instance, in 2014, Somaliland’s Minister of Labour and Social Affairs embraced the
initiative for a three-year gender equality strategy laid out by UN Women. This
strategy helped increase the political participation of women, encourage their
economic empowerment and make strides in ending gender-based violence. In the
country’s 2017 presidential elections, all candidates pledged to end female genital
mutilation (FGM) - a historic first amongst African nations. Most recently, the newly
elected government passed a law against rape, after successful lobbying by
women’s rights advocates.

Needless to say, there are still obstacles to overcome. Occasional outbursts of
violence after the 2017 presidential elections show that the government has to
continue on its path of consolidating democracy to fully convince each and every
one of its citizens of the boons of progress and democratization. In addition, its
non-recognition by the international community, prevents it from accessing the
international support and humanitarian assistance it so desperately needs. This
hinders its development process and constitutes an additional hurdle in fighting
regional poverty and in overcoming the devastating effects recurring droughts
have on the country. After having participated in an election observation mission
during last year’s presidential elections, UNPO will continue to raise awareness for
Somaliland’s cause in 2018. We are convinced that it is only with full international
recognition that Somaliland can leverage its full potential towards democracy,
economic prosperity and the respect for human rights.
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PAVING THE WAY FOR THE
INCLUSIVITY OF MINORITY
YOUTH, GENEVA

1 December 2017

On the occasion of the 10" session of
the United Nations Minority Forum,
UNPO organised a side-event
entitled “Paving the Way for
Inclusivity for Minority Youths”. The
event offered a platform for minority
youth representatives to discuss the
detrimental impact that national
assimilation policies have on their
communities. At the same time, the
event served as an opportunity to
discuss solutions which may bring a
more fruitful and inclusive future for
youths. Find more information on
the event here.

20th ANNIVERSARY OF THE
CHITTAGONG HILL TRACTS
PEACE ACCORD
4-8 December 2017

UNPO commemorated the 20™ anni-
versary of the unimplemented
Chittagong Hill Tracts Peace Accord
with a social media campaign and
press release. Both publications
raised awareness of the
shortcomings of the accord. Signed
20 years ago, A significant number
of the provisions of the Accord lie
unimplemented or only partially
implemented and the indigenous
communities face a difficult
situation, while becoming a minority
on their own lands. Read our press
release here.

GILGIT-BALTISTAN IN
FOCUS: THE GEOPOLITICS
AROUND CPEC,
WASHINGTON, DC

6 December 2017

UNPO organised a conference to
address the geopolitics around the
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor.
The event provided a platform for

critical discussion on the human
rights situation in the region of
Gilgit-Baltistan. Panellists  raised

awareness of potential challenges
associated with the implementation
of the CPEC infrastructural project,
addressing in  particular locals’
freedom of speech (or rather the
lack thereof), uncertain or outright
false economic promises made by
both the government of China and
Pakistan and the systematic use of
human right violations to implement
the mammoth project. Read more on
the event here.
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KHMER KROM YEAR-END
MEETING, ORLANDO (US)
9 December 2017

A UNPO representative participated
in the 2017 year-end meeting of the
Khmer Kampuchea-Krom
Federation (KKF) which took place
in Orlando, Florida. Special guests
and KKF delegates from across the
United States, as well as Canada,
Cambodia and various countries in
Europe discussed the persistent
human rights violations facing
Khmer Krom  communities in
Vietnam and worked on a strategy
for the coming year. Find more
information here.

WINE AND
SCENIC NATURE

MEET ABKHAZIA WINE AND
SCENIC NATURE
12 December 2017

UNPO, in collaboration with the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the
Republic of Abkhazia organised an
event to introduce Abkhazian
products and its tourism potential to
the European market. Taking place at
the Italian-Belgian Chamber of
Commerce, the event also served as
an opportunity to showcase various
Abkhazian products, such as wine
and sweets from the region. Read an
article on the event here.

GUE CONFERENCE ON IRAN,
BRUSSELS
11 January 2018

UNPO Special Envoy on Religious
Freedom, Ms Mona Silavi,
participated in a European
Parliament conference organised by
the European United Left/Nordic
Green Left (GUE/NGL)
parliamentary group. Entitled
“Vision for a Democratic Solution to
the Crisis in the Middle East and
Iran”, in her speech Ms Silavi
addressed the history of coexistence
in Iran and the Middle East.
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PERPETUAL ABUSE OF
INDIGENOUS RIGHTS

The case of the

Guarani-Kaiowa in Brazil

UNPO REPORT ON CASE OF
GUARANI-KAIOWA
15 December 2018

Following a fact-finding mission to
Brazil in 2016 and a conference at
the European Parliament, UNPO
published a report on indigenous
rights in Brazil. The report “Perpetual
Abuse of Indigenous Rights: The
Case of the Guarani-Kaiowd” was
made possible by the kind support of
the Nando and Elsa Peretti
Foundation and is available online
here.

MID-TERM UPR REPORT ON
IRAN
9 January 2018

UNPO submitted a mid-term UPR
report on Iran to UPR Info, a non-

governmental organization
dedicated to promoting the
Universal Periodic Review (UPR).

The report looks at the Iran’s dismal
record when it comes to
environmental rights in particular.
Environmental issues in Iran are
inherently  political and often
intertwined with  human rights
abuses. Minorities are the hardest hit
and find themselves disenfranchised
from decision-making process. Read
the full report here.

WORKSHOP REPORT ON
CRIMEAN TATARS
25 January 2018

Participants of this year's
Unrepresented Nations and Peoples
Workshop held at the Lewis & Clark
Law School in Portland compiled a
report on the dire human rights
situation of Crimean Tatars on the
Russia-occupied Crimean Peninsula.
To read the full report, click here.
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Religious Freedom
Under Siege
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10:30 - 12:00,

CONFERENCE ON UYGHUR
RELIGIOUS AND CULTURAL
FREEDOMS, WASHINGTON,
DC

26 February 2018

UNPO, in collaboration with the
Uyghur Human Rights Project
(UHRP), will organise a conference
entitled “Uyghur Religious Freedom
and Cultural Values Under Siege”.
Taking place in Congress in
Washington, DC, the conference will
bring together US policymakers,
academics, human rights experts
and members of the Uyghur
diaspora to discuss the current
situation in East Turkestan as
regards religious and cultural rights
and what concrete steps must be
taken to resolve the challenges
facing the area’s peoples. Read more
about the event here.

ICNC WEBINAR ON CIVIL
RESISTANCE STRUGGLES

8 February 2018

Our parther organisation, the
International Center on Nonviolent
Conflict, organises a 7-week
participant-led online  workshop
entitled “Civil Resistance Struggles:
How Ordinary People Win Rights,
Freedom, and Justice”. To apply by
4  February 2018 and more
information on the course, click here.

UNPO 28™ ANNIVERSARY

11 February 2018

UNPO is excited to enter its 28t year
of dedication to the plight of
minority nations. Established in the
aftermath of the collapse of the
Soviet Union, the UNPO continues to
serve nations seeking their right to
democracy and human rights.
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WE ARE MOVING!

The UNPO Secretariat is excited to
announce that we are moving to a
new office location in Brussels
historic Sablon neighbourhood. Even
though our old office served as well
and we made great memories there,
we couldn’t be more excited about
our new space. The new office offers
more square footage and improved
facilities to do justice to the
Secretariat’s continuous growth
over the years. We look at this new
location as the start to another
chapter in our history. We are
looking forward to seeing and
serving you at the greatly improved
office surroundings.

For all future correspondence, our
new address is (our phone number
stays the same):

UNPO Secretariat
Rue du Pépin 54
1000 Bruxelles
Belgium

SUPPORT A EUROPEAN
CITIZENS’ INITIATIVE FOR
PROTECTION OF CULTURAL
AND LINGUISTIC DIVERSITY
IN EUROPE

Support the Minority Safepack
Initiative, a set of EU legal acts which
enable the promotion of minority
rights, language rights and the
protection of their cultures in
Europe. Promoted by Federal Union
of European Nationalities (FUEN),
the Coppieters Foundation and
other partners, the campaign seeks
to collect the one million signatures
needed to have the European
Commission make a legislative
proposal on this topic. UNPO fully
supports this initiative and calls on
the European Union to take
responsibility and become a genuine
promoter of cultural and linguistic
diversity across Europe. If you are a
EU citizen, you can sign the petition
here.
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Upcoming Events:

26 February: Conference on
Uyghur Religious and Cultural
Freedoms

11 February: UNPO 28th
Anniversary
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o Visit our

. Website!

You can also visit us

on Youtube! o

HELP OUR
MEMBERS!

DONATE TO UNPO

We rely on financial support from
our Members and friends to continue
our work each year. Such donations
are crucial to ensure the continued
full participation and engagement of
a great number of unrepresented
communities, indigenous peoples,
minorities and occupied or un-
recognized territories. The 2015-17
General Secretary’s Activity Report
provides an overview of the
activities we have been working on
over the past years with the help of
our partners. Please do also spread
the word about UNPO or invite your
friends to like our Facebook page or
follow us on Twitter.
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