Pour une Mauritanic juste.
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A Mockery of a trial

Thirteen militant abolitionists "Iraouis™ members of the non-violent fight to eradicate slavery in
Mauritania, have been condemned to lengthy prison sentences, ranging from 3 years to 15 years.
Along, seven other residents of "Edbaye Ould Bouamatou™ who were facing similar charges and
received lengthy sentences as well. These anti-slavery activists and citizens of these poor
neighborhoods of the capital will join the youth of the “February 25 Movement”, sentenced a
few weeks ago. They will be in those same hot prison cells, President Biram Dah Abeid and his
Vice President Brahim Ramdhane, were in few months ago. This is the plight of human rights
activists under the regime of Mohamed Ould Abdel Aziz, a coup leader who legalized his coup
d’Etat by getting himself “elected” and “reelected”.

The extraordinarily heavy sentences were imposed after a parody of trial where the police were
the judge, the jury and the plaintiff. During the trial, judges showed a complete disregard for the
rules of the trial proceedings and the local code of criminal procedure, while the executive
branch openly maneuvered the process. The trial went on without the presence of the Collective
of defense lawyers who withdrew on the request of defendants because of the refusal of the
Court to examine the complaint of torture they filed against police officers and they had
identified and named. The Court declared itself incompetent to hear the case although the law
makes it mandatory to receive such a complaint.

Considering the excessive penalties and the deliberate choice of escalation by the government of
Ould Abdel Aziz, the Initiative for the Resurgence of the Abolitionist Movement (IRA) has
decided to present what follows:

1- We salute and command our militants, and celebrate their courage, their determination and
their dignity against the injustice that has been inflicted upon them and their families. You're not



the first and will not be the last abolitionists to be targeted by the slavery-sponsoring and racist
regime of General Ould Abdel Aziz, but he has consistently failed. Our warm thanks and
gratitude go to the Collective of lawyers who spontaneously set up a defense team for our
activists;

2- The arrest of our activists, and the heavy sentences that ensued, will, in no way undermine our
determination to completely deconstruct the slave system and build on its ruins, a Mauritania for
all, that is just, egalitarian and prosperous. This determination is matched only by our
determination to fight this battle, as we have always done and especially during the 18 months of
arbitrary detention of our other leaders, by means of nonviolence as guarantee by the
Constitution;

3- We urge all opposition forces, independent personalities and institutions to unite our actions
and our efforts to end a regime that has been maneuvering to maintain its hold over the country
to continue benefiting unduly from the labor and resources of Mauritanians. The fight against

slavery and racism is our common concern. The only way to win it is by joining all our efforts.

4. We call on our members for a general mobilization to demand the release of prisoners by
using all forms of peaceful means as guaranteed by the constitution of our country.

Executive Committee Nouakchott, August 20th, 2016



