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PRESS RELEASE

UNPO Strongly Condemns Continued Detention of
Uyghurs in Thai Detention Facilities

Brussels, 2 June 2076 - The Unrepresented Nations and Peoples Organization (UNPO),
strongly condemns the continued detention of dozens of Uyghurs in immigration
detention facilities in Thailand. On 31 May 2016, fifteen of the detainees initiated a hunger
strike to protest their inhumane treatment by prison authorities and to challenge the
legality of their indefinite detention. The around 70 Uyghurs imprisoned in the detention
centre in Bangkok are but a small share of scores of Uyghurs fleeing severe repression in
China’s Xinjiang region.

At least 70 Uyghur refugees are currently imprisoned in several detention centres across
Thailand’s capital, Bangkok - some of them for more than two years already. Deprived of
their freedom, for the sole reasons of trying to escape Chinese repression, the Uyghur
detainees have reportedly endured inhumane treatment by the prison staff, and been
denied access to adequate healthcare, food and legal recourse.

On 31 May 2016, at least fifteen of the detained Uyghurs began a hunger strike to draw
attention to the violation of their most basic human rights. In a letter sent to the World
Uyghur Congress (WUC), the detainees participating in the strike protest their poor
treatment and the illegality of their indefinite detention, and deplore the international
community’s - including the UN Refugee Agency’s - apparent indifference to the tragic
plight of Uyghur refugees in Thailand and elsewhere.

The group detained in Bangkok is but a small part of thousands of Uyghurs fleeing their
ancestral homeland in China’s East Turkestan region (Xinjiang), where they are
marginalized and suppressed by the Han-dominated central authorities. In the hope of
reaching relative security in countries as far away as Turkey, Uyghurs are willing to accept
enormous risks, such as falling into the hands of human traffickers or being detained and
mistreated in neighbouring countries, in order to escape persecution, torture and
imprisonment in China.

UNPO calls on the Thai government to address the untenable conditions Uyghur refugees
face in Bangkok’s detention centres, to unconditionally and immediately release the bulk
of those who are clearly detained unlawfully, and to ensure fair trials for the remaining
detainees. UNPO will continue to press the international community to raise the matter of
Uyghurs illegally arrested all over the world for politically motivated reasons, and to take
swift action regarding the tragic situation of those individuals on hunger strike, in
particular.
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