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Due to the important role Ilham Tohti played in building bridges between the Uyghur and 

Han Chinese communities, as well as his belief in a measured and peaceful approach to 

understanding the challenges facing the Uyghur people in China, the conference 

participants believe Ilham Tohti’s continued imprisonment harms the prospects of a 

peaceful resolution to tensions in Xinjiang.  

 

The conference participants call on all concerned individuals, governments, multilateral 

agencies and non-governmental organizations to seek the immediate and unconditional 

release of Professor Ilham Tohti and to express public concern over deteriorating human 

rights conditions in Xinjiang.   

 

The conference urges: 

 

The Chinese government to: 

 

 Free Professor Ilham Tohti immediately and unconditionally;  

 Investigate allegations surrounding Ilham Tohti’s mistreatment while in detention;  

 Ease repressive policies targeting the Uyghur people, including curbs on freedom of 

association and assembly, restrictions on expressions of cultural identity, such as 

religion and language and inequitable distribution of the benefits derived from 

economic development. 

 

The European Parliament to: 

 

 Expand discussions on human rights in China within relevant European Parliament 

committees and delegations, in particular the human rights of the Uyghur people; 

 Hold a hearing on the continued incarceration of Professor Ilham Tohti and the 

general plight of the Uyghur people in China;  

 Call on the European Commission, Council, EEAS and Member States to increase 

pressure on the Chinese government over the condition of Uyghur human rights by 

mainstreaming human rights issues into trade and cultural relations; 

 Strongly consider awarding Professor Ilham Tohti the 2016 Sakharov Prize in support 

of his relentless efforts to promote human rights and peaceful dialogue between the 

peoples of China; 

 Continue engaging with the Ilham Tohti Initiative in order to raise awareness of and 

foster support for Ilham Tohti’s vision for genuine and meaningful inter-ethnic 

dialogue.  

 

 

 


